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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

A very Happy New Year to all our TI

members!

Let me take this opportunity to update you all
through our first newsletter of 2007.

Your committee has in the past year, focused
aftention on completing many projects and
programmes. We have strengthened TI-
(TI-M)'s
revamping the website, and raised TI-M's

Malaysia administration, are

profile in the nation and internationailly.

We continue to strengthen the voice and
influence of TI-M, in our noble struggle to
promote greater integrity, accountability, and
transparency, and to fight corruption more
effectively in our country.

Towards this goal, we have been issued
many press statements on public policy and
have responded in a forthright manner in the
media to state our stand on best practices,
transparency, and related issues.

We have communicated our statements to
members on these issues and have received
encouraging responses from members as
well as the general public, corporate, and
diplomatic circles and we wish to thank you

all for your support.

We were encouraged that about 100
participants from government and private

sectors, and local and international civil
society joined us in the World Ethics and
Transparency Forum: "Towards Greater
Transparency for Global Competitiveness" on
February 12-13th, 2007 at the Berjaya
Times Square Hotel and Convention Center.
We like to record our deep appreciation to

the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute

transparency

and Institute of Integrity Malaysia for their
strong support and participation as role

mode|s.

TI-M was represented by Deputy President,
Mohd. Ali Hasan at the Asia-Pacific Regional
Meeting, AMM & IACC Workshops in
Guatemala (November 12-18th, 2006),

where he participated actively.

The Malaysian Transparency Perception
Survey was published on March 5th, 2007.
The survey cuts across 411 corporations and
1025 individuals. The findings showed that
the public perceived that "not enough is
being done" by the authorities to fight
corruption. There seems to be a gap between

what is said and what is done on the issue of

especially in  privatized

contracts and the functioning of local
authorities. We urge government to move
more boldly towards greater transparency, in
the interest of the individual, society, and our

country.

We look forward to meeting you at the
forthcoming AGM on March 14th. We would
appreciate your views on how we can serve
you all and the objectives of TI-M more
effectively, in the interests of enhancing the
work of TI-M and promoting greater integrity

in our nation.
Thank you once again for all your support

that has definitely sustained your EXCO and

encouraged our members of TI-M!

Yours Sincerely

Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam
President

EDITORIAL - Reflections

It has been almost a year since | was
elected as the Secretary General, a
position that | have great respect for
and in which it carries a heavy burden.
It was a great learning experience to
work along with the distinguished EXCO
members on the various projects and
meeting other civil society and interest
groups.

My involvement with TI-M started back
in 2004 when | joined as a member out
of great respect for Tunku Aziz, whom |
first met ot a talk at the American
Chamber of Commerce. Before long, |
was soon roped in to draft the report on
behalf of TI-M for the Royal Commission
of Police and eventually presented the

report to the Commission on behalf of
TI-M.

With the challenges of seeking funding
for TI-M, 1 was asked to help out in
organizing the fund raising dinner
which was graced by our Prime Minister
and in which, we managed to raise in
excess of RM100,000. It was at that
dinner that the Tan Sri Azizan Zainul
Abidin Integrity Circles Project
(TSAZAICP) was launched by our Past
President, Tunku Aziz.

Having been involved in the Royal
Commission Police submission and fund
raising as a new member of TI-M, |
have learned as the Secretary General
that there is a lot to be done. We can
certainly rope in more like minded
members who can volunteer their time
to advocate greater transparency and
accountability in our society.

Life is a journey. As | step down as the
Secretary General in this coming AGM,
| am hopeful that the Society will move
to greater heights.

Dr Chin Yoong Kheong
Secretary-General
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Malaysian Transparency
Perception Survey 2007

The Malaysian Transparency Perception
Survey (MTPS) was launched on Mar 5th,
2007 by YB Dato Shahrir Abdul Samad,
Chairman of the Parliamentary Public
Accounts Committee. The event was
attended by more than 100 guests from
government and private sectors, senior
diplomats, civil societies, and members of
the media. There was also a discussion
panel consisting of Tan Sri Clifford Herbert
(Federation of Malaysia Manufacturers),
H.E. Lauri Korpinen (Ambassador of the
Embassy of Finland), and Edward Lee
(President  of 5 Residents'

Association Petaling Jaya), and chaired by

Section

Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam (President TI-
M).

The MTPS is a reflection of Transparency
International (Tl) Malaysia's on-going effort
to raise public awareness and generate
informed debate on issues related to graft
and integrity deficit in Malaysia. This
survey comes on the back of other
extensive work carried out by Tl such as the
often quoted Corruption Perceptions Index,
Bribe Payer's Index and other discourse
and seminar events meant to stimulate
interest and inform the public about the
state and direction of integrity and
transparency in Malaysia and in relation to
the rest of the world.

The MTPS was carried out among 1025
members of the Malaysian public between
November 30th-December 8th, 2006 and
among 411 members of the corporate
sector from December 11th-January 12th,
2007. The findings of the MTPS 2007 can
be briefly summarized into three main
points:

1. Members of the public and
corporate sector continue to
perceive that the problems
relating to integrity and
transparency remain acute and
serious:-

The survey finds that members of the

Transparency International - Malaysia

Malaysian public and corporate sector
remain embedded in the perception that
the level of integrity and transparency in
government agencies remained wanting.
But significant numbers of members of the
public also remain largely trustful of
government pronouncements and efforts to
improve the standard of integrity and
transparency despite some of their own
personal experiences.

These can be clearly seen from some of the
salient findings:

o 40% of the members of the public and
52% of the corporate sector felt that
integrity and transparency levels at
government agencies have remained
unchanged;

o 20% of the corporate sector and 24% of
members of the public felt that integrity
levels have declined;

o 46% of the public but only 26% of the
corporate sector felt that government
sector integrity will continue to improve;

o 47% of members of the corporate sector
and 30% of the public had someone
close to them pay a bribe over the past
year;

o 54% of members of the public and 71%
of the corporate sector perceived that
there

was  no fransparency in

government procurement processes.

2. Public and corporate
perceptions of government
agencies at risk (particularly
enforcement agencies) remain
largely unchanged:-

The Malaysian public and members of the
corporate sector perceive the police and
other enforcement and regulatory agencies
as hqving the lowest level of transparency
and integrity. While in the private sector,
the building and construction industry was
perceived to have the lowest level of
integrity by both the public and corporate
sector respondents.

Some of the highlights of the findings of this

part of the survey include:-

o Five government agencies with perceived
integrity and
according to members of the public:

® The Police - 56%

® Road Transport Department - 25%
e Customs and Excise - 19%

® Public Works - 7%

e Land Office - 6%

lowest transparency

o Five government agencies with perceived

integrity
according to members of the corporate

lowest and  transparency
sector:

® The Police - 59%

e Political Parties - 52%

e Road Transport Department - 35%

e Customs and Excise - 34%

e Local Government Agencies - 23%

e Land Office - 21%

o Three private sector industries with
integrity and
transparency according to members of

perceived lowest
the public:
e Building and construction - 25%
e Financial services - 6%
® Transportation - 3%

o Five private sector industries with

perceived lowest and
transparency according to the members

of the corporate sector:

integrity

e Building and construction - 57%

e Foreign worker recruitment services -
46%

e Energy and natural resources - 24%

® Automotive - 23%

e Transportation - 20%

3. Members of the public and
corporate are largely
supportive of measures to
reform present system of
governance:-

Public support for likely measures for
reform is high, signifying a sense of
hopefulness and trust in the leaders and the
government to carry out the necessary
improvements to the level of integrity in the
affected agencies. The findings also
indicate a reasonable level of public and
corporate sector awareness about the

necessary systemic changes needed to
bring about durable improvements in the

governance structures of the country.
Some of the main findings include:-

o 90% of the corporate sector and 88% of
the public supported moves to blacklist
companies in breach of government
contracts;

o 92% of the public and 76% of the
supported  the
formation of an ombudsman body;

corporate  sector

o 95% of the public and 82% of the
corporate sector supported legislation to
protect whistleblowers in corruption
cases;

o 78% of the public and 76% of the
corporate sector supported having the
Anti Corruption Agency report to
Parliament.

Conclusions

The survey finds that the fight against
corruption and opaqueness of government
sector dealings remains very much a work
in progress. The findings also indicate a
public and corporate sector that recognizes
the need for deeper systemic chonges
needed to bring about deeper and durable
improvements but more so, the findings
also reflect that the much wanted positive
results would require greater political will
and persistence on the part of national

leaders and government institutions.

TI President Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam (left)
and YB Dato Shahrir Abdul Samad, Chairman
of the Parliamentary Public Accounts
Committee at the launch of MTPS 2007
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World Ethics and Transparency
Forum: "Towards Greater
Transparency for Global
Competitiveness"

Tl co-organized a 2-day conference with
Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI)
graced by local and international keynote
speakers such as Tan Sri Bernard Dompok
(Chairman, Parliamentary Select
Committee on Integrity), Ambassador Kasit
Piromya  (Thailand), Mallon
(Chairman of Esso Malaysia, and Dr

Purificacion Quisumbing (Chairperson of

Liam

Human Rights Commission, Philippines).

Other speakers included Tun Dzaiddin,
Tunku Aziz, Datuk David Chua, Datuk Syed
Amin Aljeffri, Alex MacGillivray, Joongi
Kim, Samarajoo Manikam, Dato' Mohd
Dahan, Dr Denis Osborne,Roger Conant,
Stephen Young, Morihisa Kaneko, Herman
Shastri, Ustaz Muhd. 'Uthman El-
Muhahhady, lan Olgilvie, John Zinkin,
Datuk Denison Jayasooria, Francisco L
Roman, Datuk Zaid Ibrahim, and Lim Guan
Eng.

Moderators included Tan Sri Navaratnam,
Dato' Michael Yeoh, Richard Leete, Hi.
Mustafar Ali, Mohd. Ali Hasan, Dato'

Ismail Noor, Datuk Mohd. Tap Salleh, and
Tan Sri Simon Sipaun.

Areas of ethics and transparency in
Leadership and Good Governance,
Accountability, Key Pillars of Towering
Malaysians, Impact of Corruption on
Developed and Developing Countries,
Public and Private Sectors, Common
Religious Values, Challenges in Asia, and
Human Rights were discussed.

The repeated theme was for a much
stronger emphasis of good governance at
the district, state, and global level in both
public and private sectors. "Leaders should
lead by personal example, have a duty to
strengthen personal integrity, and protect
the reputation of their institution" said
Tunku Abdul Aziz, former Special Advisor
to the United Nations Secretary General on
Ethics and a Past President of TI-Malaysia
in the first session of the forum. There was
also a call for the development of global
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standards that will be adopted as civi
norms.

In the private sector, a strong correlation
between corruption and investments rates
in countries is proven through case studies.
Even in the financial industry where
organizations are inherently profit driven,
corporations have a social responsibility to
have an open and sound framework of
business practices with respect to the
community. Ethical culture within an
organization should be educated to both
employers and employees and resources
must be allocated to detect, expose, and
punish those that do not comply with the
regulations. In Korea, hindsight shows that
Presidents of major conglomerates are not
irreplaceable and those organizations can
sustain themselves or even perform better,
as shown in the case of Hyundai Motors
and Daewoo Group.

In Malaysia, the government is called to
account for its actions in order to show
commitment to eradicating corruption at ll
levels. Some of the current discourse is on
infroducing a "Right to Information" bill,
holding of local elections, and reinstating
court reviews on political parties. The
impacts of corruption goes beyond social
disintegration but also distorts the economic
system, endangers the stability of
democratic institutions, violates human
rights, and hampers government service

delivery to the people.

During the luncheon address, the Minister
in the PM's Department, Dato' Seri Nazri
Aziz said that the government is seeking
suggestions to help strengthen the law,
including improving the Anti Corruption
Agency and that they lack a good public
relations unit to counter criticisms that not
enough was being done to stamp out
corruption and improve integrity unlike in
Singapore.

The religious leaders from all different
faiths
transparency and renounced the practice of

also  unanimously  supported

corruption. Reverend Shastri, Secretary

General of the Council of Churches

continue next page...
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.. continved from page 3

Malaysia, called for people to cross the
religious divide to sustain a culture that has
zero tolerance for corruption. Some
suggestions were to review moral classes in
schools to promote a just and moral code
of ethics that stem from different faiths, the
media to provide space and opportunity to
share what each religion stands for in terms
of ethical behavior, and a joining of forces
of government and social initiatives to

combat corruption.

The forum ended on a serious note with
President of TI-Malaysia, Tan Sri Ramon
Navaratnam's announcement of a recent
survey that included 411 individuals and
1025 corporations, over a period of six
months. It showed that the public was
dissatisfied with efforts carried out on
transparency and good governance.

Navaratnam said Malaysia was placed
44th among 163 countries surveyed on
Transparency International's 2006 index,
scoring 5 out of 10 points. A score of 10
points denotes a "clean" economy, and 1
point a "highly corrupt state."

Corruption Perception Index (CPI):
"Corruption traps millions in

poverty"

The 2006 CPl is a composite index
launched by TI that draws on multiple
expert opinion surveys and poll perceptions
of public sector corruption in 163 countries
around the world, the greatest scope of any
CPI to date. It scores countries on a scale
from 0 to 10, with O indicating high levels
and 10 indicating low levels of perceived
corruption.

A strong correlation between corruption
and poverty is evident in the results of the
CPl 2006. Almost three-quarters of the
countries in the CPl score below 5,
(including all low-income countries and all
but 2 African states) indicating that most
countries in the world face serious
perceived levels of domestic corruption. 71
countries scored below 3, indicating that
corruption is perceived as rampant. Haiti

has the lowest score at 1.8; Guineq, Irag,

and Myanmar share the penultimate slot,
each with a score of 1.9 while Finland,
Iceland, and New Zealand share the top
score of 9.6.

Countries with a significant worsening in
perceived levels of corruption include:
Cuba,
Seyche”es, Trinidad and Tobqgo, Tunisia,
and the United States. Countries with a
significant improvement in perceived levels

Brazil, Israel, Jordan, Laos,

of corruption include: Algeria, Czech
Republic, India, Japan, Latvia, Lebanon,
Mauritius, Paraguay, Slovenia, Turkey,
Turkmenistan, and Uruguay.

The weak performance of many countries
indicates that the facilitators of corruption
continue to assist political elites in
laundering, storing, and otherwise profiting
from unjustly acquired wealth, which often
includes looted state assets. Corrupt
intermediaries link givers and takers,
creating an atmosphere of mutual trust and
reciprocity; they attempt to provide a legal
appearance to corrupt fransactions,
producing legally enforceable contracts;
and they help to ensure that scapegoats are

blamed in case of detection.

Acts of corruption involve a giver (the
supply side) and a taker (the demand side).
Tl advocates strong measures to curb
bribery's supply side,
criminalization of overseas bribery under
the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, as well
as its demand side, including disclosure of
assets for public officials and adoption of

including the

codes of conduct.

Tl recommends the promotion and adoption
of corruption-specific codes of conduct by
professional associations for their members;
professional training to ensure that honest
intermediaries better understand their role;
legal or professional sanctions for legal,
financial, and accounting professionals that
enable corruption; and greater scrutiny of
the role of insufficiently transparent
financial centers in facilitating corrupt
transactions.

"Despite a decade of progress in
establishing anti-corruption laws and
regulations, today's results indicate that

much remains to be done before we see
meaningful improvements in the lives of the
world's poorest citizens," said Tl Chair
Huguette Labelle.

Global Corruption Barometer 2006
(GCB): Malaysia ranks average on
GCB

Last year, 3% of respondents in Malaysia
reported that they or someone living in their
household paid a bribe in some form.
Other economies reporting the same figures
were Fiji, Japan, and Canada. The lowest
corresponding figure regionally was in
Singapore (1%) with the highest in
Indonesia (18%), Philippines (16%), and
Thailand (10%). The average for 12
economies surveyed in Asia-Pacific was
7%, although China was not included in the
survey.

Globally, the top scorers were Singapore,
Switzerland, Finland, and Sweden with 1%
while the worst figures reported were in
Cameroon (57%), Albania (66%), and
Morocco (60%). South Korea, Taiwan,
Turkey, Denmark, France, Germany,
Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, UK, and USA reported 2%
respectively. Most bribe payers are victims
of corruption and always burdening those
who can least afford it. The misuse of
public funds could be dllocated for safe
water, education, and healthcare. Bribery
in poor countries represents a major
human development and

economic growth.

setback in

9% of Malaysians rated the current
government's actions in the fight against
corruption as "Very Effective" with 36%
rating it as "Effective" which places
Malaysia as one of the highest ranking
countries in this section. The police was
ranked the most corrupt institution, followed
by political parties, business / private
sector, parliament / legislature, registry
and permit services, legal system /
judiciary, tax / revenue, and media. A full
15% of the public worldwide believes that
government is actually o source that
encourages corruption; when political
agenda is not being translated into effective
action.

Malaysian Society for Transparency and Integrity

Tl - Malaysia strongly reiterates that the
Malaysian government must show greater
political  will
determination to fight corruption seriously

and  administrative
to enhance the nation's competitive edge as
a modern economy in a fast globalizing
world.

Immediate actions include the establishment
of the Independent Malaysian Police
Management Commission (IMPMC), an
Agency
the UN

independent
(ACA),
Convention against Corruption.

Anti-Corruption

and ratification  of

ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS, EVENTS

Oct 2006

o Cl Ngooi and Richard Yeoh met with
visitors from Fitch Ratings Asia fo discuss
the transparency situation in Malaysia on
Oct 11.

o Richard Wong and Richard Yeoh met
with representatives of Ernst & Young
from USA and HK to discuss possible
assistance for TI-M activities on Oct 18.

Nov 2006

o Richard Yeoh represented TI-M at 2nd
TSAZAIC pilot programme on Nov 6-7.

o Richard Yeoh met with Yorick Moes of
Oxford Analytical, UK on Nov 7.

o Tan Sri Navaratnam and Richard Yeoh
represented TI-M at National Integrity
Day event on Nov 9.

o Richard Yeoh met with Fiona David of
Australian Institute of Criminology on

Nov 20.

o Tan Sri Navaratnam represented TI-M at
United Nations Association of Malaysia
Dinner on Nov 27.

o CI Ngooi, Mohd Ali Hasan, and Richard
Yeoh attended Business & Human Rights
workshop hosted by IPECA & PETRONAS
on Nov 28.

Asia-Pacific Regional
AMM & IACC Workshops

Meeting,

o Deputy President Assoc. Prof. Ali
represented TI-M from Nov 12-18 in
Guatemala. Tunku Abdul Aziz and Lee

attended

participated in  the
presentations, and group discussions.

The aim of the workshops was to further

Chong San also and

workshops,

understand the aims and objectives of TI.

Dec 2006

1IM President Datuk Dr Mohd. Tap Salleh (2nd
from left) at the launch of the Handbook. Others
in picture are (from left) Hj Mustafar Ali,
Deputy President of IIM, TI-M President Tan Sri
Navaratnam, TI-M Deputy Pres. Mohd. Ali
Hasan, TI-M EXCO member, Josie Fernandez,
Che van Haastrecht, Representative of
Canadian High Commission, Wolfgang
Trautwein, Representative of the EU and
German Embassy

Launch of EU-Asia URBS Project
Handbook on December 9, 2006

UN International Anti - Corruption
Day on Dec 9 2006 - Special
Lecture & Forum

o The Handbook for Curbing Corruption in
Public Procurement is a useful new

publication  based on  practical
experiences from Asia and Transparency
International. Tailored to civil society and
Handbook

provides an overview of the problem of

local governments, the
corruption in public contracting and
offers suggestions and experiences of
how this problem can be addressed. The
book

Indonesia, Malaysia, and Pakistan.

features case studies from

Institut Integriti Malaysia President, Datuk
Dr Mohd Tap Salleh officiated the launch.

o TI-M President Tan Sri

hosted this event at the Hotel Equatorial
Guest
"Principles & Methods for Enforcing
Accountability in the Public Sector" by
Prof. Dr. Shad Saleem Farugi, Professor
of Law, UiTM. R Nadeswaran of theSun
Daily shared his thoughts on the

Navaratnam

with a  Special Lecture on

corruption situation in Malaysia.

Che van Haastrecht of Canadian High
Commission speaking at the Handbook Launch

o Mohd Ali Hasan spoke at FMM Integrity
Ethics & Social Responsibility in Business
Sustainability workshop on Dec 7.

o Josie Fernandez coordinated EU-Asia
URBS Project external evaluation meeting
with NGO representatives on Dec 8.

o Tan Sri Navaratnam and Richard Yeoh
met Dr Simon Zadek, CEO of
AccountAbility UK on Dec 15.

Jan 2007

o Tan Sri Navaratnam and Richard Yeoh
represented TI-M at the Securities
Commission's Launch of the Corporate
Governance Report on Observance of
Standards and Codes on Jan 12.

o Tan Sri Navaratnam and Richard Yeoh
met with IIM President, Hj Mustafar Ali
and senior officials to discuss common
interests and collaboration on Jan 19.

Malaysian Society for Transparency and Integrity
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Feb 2007

World Ethics and Transparency
Forum: "Towards Greater
Transparency for Global
Competitiveness"

o Tl co hosted this event with ASLI on Feb
12-13  at

Convention Center

Berjaya Times Square
to educate and
and good

governance to both public and private

promote transparency
sectors. Tan Sri Navaratnam moderated
a Special Luncheon Keynote Address by
Dato Seri Mohamed Nazri, Minister in
Minister

Preparatory Committee Chairman on

the Prime Department/
"Ethics, Integrity, and Transparency - Key
Pillars of Towering Malaysians."

o Richard Yeoh spoke at the OHMSI 4th
National Congress on Integrity on behalf
of TI-M on Feb 3.

o Tan Sri Navaratnam, Dr YK Chin, SJ
Forbes, and Richard Yeoh met with the
Dutch Ambassador and senior Foreign
Ministry officials on Feb 7.

o Tan Sri Navaratnam, Mohd Ali Hasan Lee
Chong San, and Richard Yeoh attended
the official launch of TSAZAICP on Feb
14.

o Assoc. Prof. Ali Hasan represented TI-M
at the NGO's consultative meeting called
by Wismaputra to discuss the drafting
process of the proposed ASEAN Charter
on Feb 23.

o Richard Wong and Richard Yeoh met with
Merdeka Center on Feb 23 fo finalize the
TI-M's MTPS.

Mar 2007
Official launch of TI-M's Malaysian

Transparency Perception Survey
(MTPS).

o The survey was launched on March 5 at
Hotel Equatorial by YB Dato Shahrir
Abdul

Parliamentary

Samad, Chairman of the
Public Accounts

Committee.

Discussion Panelists from left to right: Edward
Lee (CSO), Tan Sri Clifford Herbert (FMM),
Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam (President TI-M)
and H.E. Lauri Korpinen (Ambassador of
Finland)

Annual General Meeting

e Date: March 14, 2007 (Wednesday)
Time: 6pm
Place: Bilik Murni, Integrity Institute
of Malaysia (off Jalan Duta, KL)

Please mark the date in your
organizer.

Upcoming Event

e Workshop on Integrity Pacts
Monday, April 23rd 2007
Hotel Equatorial, Jalan Sultan Ismail,
K. L

Details will be emailed and posted to
members and guests.

UPDATE ON PROJECTS

Anti-Corruption Awareness
campaign for Primary School
Children funded by the Embassy of
Switzerland

The programme is being finalized and will
involve working with primary schools and
newspapers to promote the anti-corruption
message.

Kementerian Pelajaran Malaysia has given
their support to TI-Malaysia to launch the
Anti-Corruption Campaign for primary
school children to create awareness and
instill in the young the dangers and evils of
corruption and its cost on the individual,
community, nation, and assist them in
developing a set of positive values through
different activites.

PRESS STATEMENTS BY TiI
MALAYSIA

January 18th / 26th 2007:

Water and Toll Concession
Agreement

Energy, Water & Communication Minister,
Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik said that the
water concession agreement and the
audited accounts of Syarikat Bekalan Air
Selangor (SYABAS) are classified under the
Official Secrets Act and may not be made
public except with the Cabinet's approval.
The concession agreements were signed by
the respective State Governments as water
was a State matter under the Federal
Constitution then.

Works Minister, Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu
also announced that the foll concessionaire
agreements are also classified secrets. The
classification of such information as
"official secrets" seems to counter the
principles of transparency, accountability,
and good governance. These concessions
pertain to issues that are of vital public
interests with direct impacts on the usage of
public funds and

consumers' inferests.

taxpayers' and

Tl calls upon the Government to explain
why such information is considered "official
secret" and the legal and moral grounds
that justifies and sanctions such a decision.
The concession agreements should be
made transparent to the public, both as
consumers as well as tax payers.

January 19th 2007:

The Establishment of Safety Nets

The proposed safety net for retrenched
workers has wide implications on all
economic sectors, as well as on all
employers and employees, both of whom
are expected to jointly contribute to funds

like the SOCSO and EPF.

However, The Federation of Moloysian
Manufacturers (FMM) in its press statement
said that not all stakeholders had been
called in for consultation on the proposal.
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All stakeholders should be provided with
information and an avenue for discussion
to express their views and concerns.

A public referendum or consultation on
such a significant social instrument would
ensure wider representation of views. In
this respect, the Government should always
ensure that all platforms for discussion on
issues of importance affecting employers
and employees should be well represented
by all key economic sectors providing
emp|oyment in the country and not
restricting to only the National Labor
Advisory Council.

The lack of wider consultation and
transparency on such an important policy

lead

confidence amongst investors. This could

instrument would to a loss in

create adverse
and
implementation in the future.

implications on  the

economy problems with

NST Feb 21 2007

It's not easy but we must fight on!

By Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam

The more transparent we are in discussing
the scourge of corruption and how to
combat it, the sooner we can overcome this

menace.

However, | do not agree with the view of
some that Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi's "promise to
wipe out corruption was politically

unwise".

Abdullah's mission to fight corruption will
not "dim his political star" but will instead
brighten it if his government is able to exert
the strong political will that is a pre-
requisite for better performance by the Anti
Corruption Agency.

Although Abdullah does mean business,
based on his many statements against
corruption, the public remains unconvinced
that enough is being done substantively.

This poor public perception is borne out by

the first survey commissioned by

Transparency International Malaysia (TI-M)
on "Malaysian Transparency Perception
Survey."

The full report will be released shortly. Of

course, Transparency International's
Corruption Perceptions Index also shows
that Malaysia declined by five notches
from a rank of 39 in 2005 to 44 in 2006,

out of 163 countries.

Here again, there should be no comfort or
complacency that "three-quarters of the
world is behind Malaysia".

| would agree that corruption is "easily one
of the
challenges".

nation's most  formidable

But this begs the question as to whether all
our elected ministers, parliomentarians,
state assemblymen, and appointed local
authority councilors are as publicly
committed as our prime minister in
combating corruption.

Actually this "struggle" should be adopted
as our national jihad - the struggle to be
really successful and to benefit our society
and country.

| wish that this jihad would also include
some fundamental issues in this national
campaign against corruption:-

e All elected representatives of the peop|e
should declare their assets and liabilities
and report any changes every year fo
Parliament or to a Special Commission
of Eminent Persons who have the
public's confidence and are known to be
non-corrupt.

e The Anti Corruption Agency must be
made a truly independent body that is
answerable not to the government alone
but to Parliament as well.

* Those living beyond their means must
prove that they are not corrupt and
should be investigated and prosecuted if
their explanations for ill-gotten gains are
not satisfactory.

® All education insfitutions must teach subjects
related to the evils of corruption and

how to prevent it.

In this regard, TI-M will soon launch an
Anti Corruption for Primary School
Children Campaign with the Ministry of

Education's  support and  technical
assistance  from the Embassy of
Switzerland.

* Government enforcement agencies should
be more active and punitive in fighting
abuses and corruption in the public and
private sectors.

e The Official Secrets Act should be replaced
by an Information Act that will protect
government's security, public interest and
human rights, for transparency, and
good governance.

e Tenders and contracts should be made
transparent although preference for
Bumiputera  contractors could  be
maintained.

e All religious groups should be encouraged
to promote the teaching of religious and
moral values to strengthen the anti-
corruption campaign.

If all these basic elements are taken into
account by the government and if the
government will show greater political will,
TI-M is confident that we will be able to
reduce and
transparency, integrity, accountability, and
good governance in Malaysia.

corruption improve

But, of course, the silent majority must also
support the government in this war against
corruption -
Malaysians.

for a better Malaysia for all

Launch of EU-Asia URBS Project Handbook on
December 9, 2006
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December 11th 2006: the Sun

Public sector is lacking
accountability

The law, government departments, and
NGO's are accused of not exerting the
same pressure on the public sector to be
responsible and accountable. Dr Shad
Farugi, a constitutional law expert and
Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM) law
professor said that the top echelons of the
political and administrative leadership at
the federal, state, and local authority levels
do not receive critical scrutiny for their acts
of commission and omission. The public
sector seems to be paying lip service to the
problem because the control of public
servants is still left largely unaddressed.
"The Anti Corruption Agency (ACA) is not
fighting corruption but planning seminars.
If the ACA plays the role of NGOs, how do
we fight corruption2" said R. Nadesaran,

theSun deputy editor.
December 14th 2006: Bernama
Tan Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin

Integrity Circles Project Launch
(TSAZAIC)

Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri
Mohd Sidek Hassan called on government
agencies and the private sector to enhance
integrity among young professionals so that
they become good leaders in the future.

"Young professionals in government or the
corporate sector must be trained and given
proper guidelines on ethics and infegrity at
an early stage. Leaders with a strong sense
of integrity in everything they do and say is
a key factor for excellence in corporate or

public life," he added.

Phone: 6 03 - 2273 8581

NEWS ARTICLES He said the objective of the programme

was fo inspire young professionals along
the path of high ethical standards and to
establish an alumnus of professionals
committed to these core values.

24 participants of TSAZAIC training
programmes in 2006 received their
certificates at the function.

February 16th 2007: malaysiakini

RM2m allocation: TI tells MPs to
bare it all

Barisan Nasional MPs receive RM2 million
for their respective constituencies. The
ruling party controls 198 out of the 219
parliamentary seats and the total allocation
amounts to RM396 million. State
assemblypersons also receive a similar
budget but the amount varies from state to
state. However, constituencies held by the
opposition do not get the annual allocation.
It is unfair that funds are only allocated to
government MPs.

Some MPs refused to follow MCA vice-
president Ong Tee Keat's move to disclose
information on the RM2 million allocations
for his Selangor's Pandan constituency on
his personal website. The MCA vice-
president's move had ignited a heated
debate and even drew flak from his party.

Several MPs cited lack of resources, poor
Internet penetration, and the unnecessary
need to disclose such information as
among the reasons for not doing so.

Tl Malaysia President Tan Sri Ramon
Navaratnam reminded MPs that it is in
their interest have
confidence in them by disclosing the
allocation for their respective constituencies
MPs
newspapers and other means fo announce
as to how they were spending their money.

to assure voters

on the Infernet. can also use
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On Jan 23, the MCA central committee
decided that its elected representatives - for
both state and parliament should not reveal
their constituency allocations on  the
internet. The party leaders are concerned
that such revelations could be "sensitive",
especially in allocations for religious and
education purposes.
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