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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 

Forestry Workshop ñDiscussion and Review of the Forest Governance Integrity (FGI) REDD+ 

Manualò was held at Boulevard Hotel, Kuala Lumpur on 29 September 2011. It was participated 

by 26 stakeholders and consisted of 3 paper presentations and a session on review of the REDD+  

Manual. Annex 1 consists of participant list. 

 

 

2.0  OBJECTIVE  

 

The workshop aimed to review the REDD+ Manual and itôs applicability in Malaysia in addition 

to raising stakeholder awareness of REDD+ initiatives.  

 

 

3.0 BACKGROUND  

 

Transparency International Malaysia (TI-M) is the accredited National Chapter of Transparency 

International, the global civil society organization leading the fight against corruption. The 

Forest Governance Integrity (FGI) Programme is one of its on-going efforts to enhance forest 

governance through addressing issues related to corruption in the forestry sector. The FGI 

Programme is implemented in five countries; Malaysia, Indonesia, China, Vietnam and Papua 

New Guinea. 

 

 

4.0 WORKSHOP PROGRAMME  

 

 

Time 

 

Activity  

 

8.30am Arrival and Registration 

9.00am ï 9.30 am Welcoming Address by YBhg. Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan, President 

of Transparency International - Malaysia  

9.30 am ï 9.40 am FGIP Video Presentation 

 

9.30am ï 12.00 noon 

  

Session I 

 

Chairman: YBhg  Datoô Dr. Baharuddin Haji Ghazali, Vice President, 

IRIM 

 

Paper 1: REDD+ in Malaysia (Challenges and Opportunities) by 

Prof. Dr. Awang Noor Abd. Ghani, University Putra Malaysia 

 

Paper 2: Geospatial Technologies in REDD+: Potential Areas by K- 

SPATIAL Sdn. Bhd. 

 

11.30pm- 12.30pm Q & A 
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12.30pm ï 1.00pm Launch of Report on FGI Peninsular Malaysia and Press Conference 

1.00pm ï 2.00pm Lunch 

2.00pm ï 2.30pm Paper 3: FGI,  PAC REDD+ (Asia Pacific Region) by Mr. Michel 

Gary, Programme Coordinator, Asia-Pacific Department Forest 

Governance Integrity Programme 

2.30pm ï 3.00pm Q & A 

 

3.00 pm- 4.30pm 

Session II :  Working Group: Review of  REDD+ Manual 

ñA Manual for Assessing Integrity in the Development and 

Implementation of Forest Carbon Projects and National REDD+ 

Strategiesò  

4.30pm ï 5.00pm Closing of Workshop & Tea 

 

 

4.1 Welcoming Address 

 

YBhg. Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan, President of Transparency International - Malaysia  

YBhg. Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan welcomed the participants to the Forestry Workshop 

organized to discuss and review FGI TI - REDD+ Manual ï A manual for Assessing Integrity in 

the Development and Implementation of Forest Carbon Projects and National REDD+ Strategies. 

He presented the status of forest governance in Malaysia and corruption risk areas that require 

attention. He also provided a brief introduction on Forest Governance Integrity Programme.  

 

 

4.2 FGIP Video Presentation 

 

The FGIP video mainly highlights program aims; that is to strengthen forest governance through 

policy changes, effective enforcement and public participation in monitoring throughout 

programme implementing countries. The video also features media coverage on illegal logging 

activities in Malaysia.  

 

 

4.3 REDD + in Malaysia (Challenges and Opportunities) by Prof. Dr. Awang Noor Abd. 

 Ghani, Lecturer & Professor in Forest Economics, University Putra Malaysia 

Prof. Dr. Awang Noor Abd. Ghaniôs presentation identified critical and current issues on 

environment and resource deterioration to be global warming and climate change; deforestation 

and loss of biodiversity; food security and social problems; imbalanced land utilization and 

agriculture; and inefficient energy consumption, stemming from failures related to policy, market 

mechanisms, Institutional arrangements, and the society at large. The way forward through 

REDD+ for issues related to forest governance was discussed for its challenges, implications and 

opportunities in Malaysia. He stressed on the importance of eco-system value of the environment 

for successful implementation of REDD and REDD+ initiatives.  
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4.3.1 Q&A  / Discussion 

 

4.3.1.1. Linking poverty reduction and carbon stocking. This was found to be the most difficult 

issue due to lack of baseline data and information on implementation mechanisms. The 

chairperson highlighted the case of Vienna, a country in Latin America that allocated 2 million 

hectares of forests for sustainability and poverty reduction. However the target was not 

achievable due to inadequate ability set none economic value (eco-system evaluation) of the 

ecosystem. As a result, the President requested Britain to take over the forest and reduce poverty 

of the people. However the aim is yet to be achieved. It was agreed that REDD+ is a way 

forward but the challenges are yet to be addressed. 

4.3.1.2 Thorough study on costing for sustainable forest management. It was agreed that 

Malaysia needs a thorough study on costs needed for managing natural forest sustainably in 

terms of financial requirement for man power, etc.  

4.3.1.3 Malaysiaôs commitment to global community. It was highlighted that the Prime Minister 

of Malaysia mentioned that 50% of Malaysiaôs landmass is forests and that it will be maintained 

while focusing on reducing 40% of the countryôs carbon emission. It was agreed that this can be 

achieved with active public participation through forums and activities such as the Forestry 

Workshop.  

 

 

4.4 Geospatial Technologies in REDD+: Potential Areas by Dr. Ibrahim Selamat, 

 Managing Director and Dr Razali Abdul -Kader,  Senior Consultant of K-SPATIAL 

 Sdn.Bhd. 

 

Dr. Ibrahim Selamat and Dr Razali Abdul-Kaderôs presentation focused on the evolution of 

geographic information system (GIS), global positioning system (GPS) and remote sensing (RS) 

which together make-up the big portion of geospatial technologies that has enabled capturing, 

processing and analyzing of field data in ways not possible before. The paper highlighted 

mapping for REDD+ concept. The vegetation classification which leads to crop yield prediction 

also results in biomass estimations. The biomass values of an area, in-turn, are used to assess the 

carbon stock of that particular locality provided proven protocols are adhered to and the images 

utilized are from compatible sources. His paper informed that adequate planning of agriculture 

land would enhance REDD+ resources availability in Malaysia because carbon stock from 

natural forests Ó rubber plantations > oil palm plantations. Furthermore, in the case of oil palm 

plantations, the requirement of leaving some 10% or even more of the area as High Conservation 

Value Forest*  or riparian buffer belts, and unsuitable for planting will certainly increase the 

carbon stock of the plantations. He highlighted that geospatial technologies are also employed in 

updating forest management plans, such as harvesting planning, biomass estimation, plant health 

as well as plantations quality monitoring. 

 

4.4.1 Q&A / Discussion 
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4.4.1.1 Data for Regeneration of Forest. It was brought to attention that data on state of a forest 

in terms of species intensity and areas that require regeneration or poor quality forests that 

require curative measures are easily acquired through the latest technological advancements and 

images by NASAôs Jet Propulsion Lab website. Such easy access to information will reduce 

dependency on man power as issues related to man power seem to be one of the biggest 

challenges of the Forest Departments in Malaysia. Therefore the solution lies in the hands of 

State Governments to adopt such measures. However the challenge lies in inaccuracy of data; the 

digital boundary is often not accurately coordinated with the boundary on ground. Therefore the 

technological tools are currently being improvised.    

 

 

4.5 FGI, PAC REDD+ (Asia Pacific Region) by Mr. Michel Gary, Programme 

 Coordinator, Asia-Pacific Department, Forest Governance Integrity Programme  

 

Mr. Michel Garyôs paper introduced Transparency Internationalôs Forest Governance Integrity 

(FGI) Programme that was established in January 2009 to address corruption as the primary 

driver of illegal logging and its component on building capacity and empowering civil society to 

advocate for anti-corruption measures in REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 

forest Degradation) payment mechanisms. His paper highlighted that this framework seeks to 

map major risks that may affect governance and integrity of REDD. This risk mapping exercise 

allows stakeholders to identify where reforms are needed to ensure that REDD meets its goals of 

reducing carbon emissions. To do this, the REDD+ Manual was developed to assess risks, 

outlining a generic methodology that can be adapted and implemented at a country level to make 

sure it is relevant locally. His paper informed that the REDD+ Manual is flexible and is divided 

into several modules. The first module gives some background about corruption, its impact and 

how it can be addressed. The second introduces the reader to REDD and forest carbon projects. 

Module 3 links both issues and emphasizes why governance is crucial for REDD. Lastly, the 

fourth part of the Manual focuses on how to go about the risk assessment in a step-by-step 

approach: ways to identify major risks, methods to assess current anti-corruption instruments, 

and how to develop a strategy to strengthen these instruments.   

 

4.5.1 Q&A / Discussion 

4.5.1.1 Challenges to REDD implementation. Land ownership was identified as one of the key 

challenges. There are instances that oil palm plantations buy the land. In some instances, the 

questions remain unanswered are óhow to distribute moneyô and óamongst which layerô?  

 

Setting a national approach was found to be another challenge. There are cases where some 

States succeed in reducing deforestation while some increase or remain the same. Therefore it 

would found to be difficult to set a national approach.  

 

 

4.6 Workshop Review of REDD+ Manual 

 

4.6.1 Issues related to forestry in Malaysia  
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4.6.1.1 Land Conversion. Forest classified as State land is eligible to be converted to whatever 

means that is decided by the State and it is done at a policy level. One of the examples cited is 

the conversion of land at the edge of Royal Belum Forest Reserve in Perak to oil palm plantation 

although the Nature Reserve is a haven for wildlife. However there are allocations for wildlife 

corridors. The solution to maintain the entire Belum Forest as Nature Reserve is to convince the 

Government of its importance, change the status of the land and gazette it as Protected Forest 

Reserve.  

 

4.6.1.2 Revenue from Land Conversion. It was clarified that the State Government does not earn 

through conversion of forest to palm oil plantations because the tax is received by the Federal 

Government. However logging concessions brings revenue to the State Government. Therefore 

keeping forests intact would have to bring income too, perhaps through eco-tourism. However 

income through eco-tourism too is received by the Federal Government with the exception of 

Sabah and Sarawak. The recent annual income from eco-tourism in Sarawak was estimated at 

RM55billion, closely followed by the State of Sabah.  

 

4.6.1.3 Carbon Sequestration and Deforestation in Malaysia. It was informed that logged over 

forests sequester far greater carbon than virgin forests and logging in Permanent Forest Reserve 

(PFR) should not be considered deforestation as it regenerates within 30 years. In Malaysia and 

other countries, logging in Permanent Reserve Forest is not considered deforestation while 

conversion of forest to oil palm plantations is considered deforestation. It was found that the 

concept of deforestation is not synchronized globally. Recent data shows that Malaysiaôs PFR 

has increased from 4.2million hectares to 4.7million hectares. 

 

 

4.6.2 Status of REDD+ in Malaysia.  

 

4.6.2.1 Issues and Concerns. It was found that the Workshop is an indication that REDD+ 

Manual is accepted in Malaysia. There were concerns that Malaysia is already practicing REDD 

strategies on sustainable forestry such as producing management plans, increasing Permanent 

Forest Reserves, tabulating annual Return Of investment (ROI), and being transparent on 

everything related to forestry. However it was found that linking forestry to carbon stocking was 

new. Therefore there is a possibility that REDD and REDD+ efforts maybe wasted. An example 

was the redundancy of Clean Development Mechanism that was initiated by the United Nations 

Convention on Climate Change and was deemed null and void due to the failures of negotiations 

in Kyoto Protocol. Therefore the emergence of REDD+ even before REDD has been accepted by 

any International Conventions may not be realistic. However it was agreed that such initiative 

and efforts will ensure that there are mechanisms in place if and when UN related Conventions 

adopt it in the future. It was clarified that Malaysia need to produce a National Plan to adopt 

REDD+ Strategies and that funds will be provided for areas that need attention and lacks 

financial provision.  

 

Unfortunately, countries may not agree to adopt REDD+ strategies if there are no monetary gains 

involved; oil palm planting and logging were found more lucrative to eradicate poverty. 

Therefore the REDD+ will have to focus on preparing the financial architecture. Unfortunately 

this was also found to pave way for the funding agency to dictate how a forest will have to be 

managed and that ensures that the implementing country loses all power in decision making.  
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4.6.2.2 Environment and Economy. It was agreed that countries such as Brazil and Indonesia 

are dependent on their forests for economy. Therefore the REDD+ was formulated to provide aid 

taking into account short and long term perspectives. In addition, the non monetary gains or eco-

system services provided by forests need to be taken into account to ensure the success of 

REDD+ strategies.  

 

It was agreed that Biological Diversity Evaluation has to be done and included in the national 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) calculations and State Governments will have to be rewarded for 

the ecosystem services provided by the environment. The Natural Damage Assessment and 

Social Economic Environmental Accounting are new terms in the evolving economics of the 

world. Malaysia has to undergo a financial reform taking into account the value of the 

environment, for example water supply for paddy is produced by forests and the State 

Government that houses the water catchment area will have to be rewarded by the industry or 

Federal Government. Currently the State of Penang is paying RM10,000 annually for water 

supply from the State of Kedah. These will have to be revised to reflect actual benefits provided 

by the environment to the people.  

 

4.6.2.3 REDD Implementation in Malaysia. It was highlighted that the funds for REDD related 

projects are often channeled to the policy makers, particularly State Governments and they are 

not aware of all the research outcomes. In some cases, the research outcomes are ignored. 

Therefore it was agreed that advocacy related work need to be included for policy makers. 

However there are REDD task forces in each country; some in planning stages, set-up to address 

such challenges.  

 

 

4.7 Launch of FGI Report Peninsular Malaysia and Press Conference 

The press conference was attended by YBhg. Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan, President of 

Transparency International ï Malaysia and YBhg.  Datoô Dr. Baharuddin Haji Ghazali, Vice 

President of Institute of Foresters Malaysia. The press conference was represented by 

mainstream Mandarin newspapers Nanyang Siang Pao and Oriental Daily; and the on-line 

English media Malaysian Insider and Mandarin media Merdeka Review. Annex 2 consists of 

media publications.  

 

 

CONCLUSION  

 

The REDD+ is still in its embryonic state and it has to be reviewed and adopted to the Malaysian 

scenario. It was recommended for the REDD+ Manual is to be sent to State Governments, 

including the State Economic Planning Units for comments and inputs. The document is also 

considered a tool for enhancing awareness of relevant agencies on issues related to forestry and 

its importance. 
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WORKSHOP PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 
Photo 1: The workshop was attended by 26 stakeholders  

 

 

Photo 2: Welcoming Address by YBhg. Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan, President of 

Transparency International ï Malaysia 
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Photo 3: Prof. Dr. Awang Noor Abd. Ghani presenting paper 1 on REDD+ in Malaysia 

(Challenges and Opportunities) 

 
Photo 4:  Prof. Dr. Awang Noor Abd. Ghani (left) with Chairperson YBhg  Datoô Dr. 

Baharuddin Haji Ghazali (right) during Q&A 
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Photo 5: Dr. Razali Abdul-Kader presenting Paper 2 on Geospatial Technologies in REDD+: 

Potential Areas 

 

 
Photo 6: Dr. Ibrahim Selamat, Managing Director of K-SPATIAL Sdn. Bhd. presenting Paper 

2 on Geospatial Tech nologies in REDD+: Potential Areas 
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Photo 7: Michel Gary (left) with Dr. Razali Abdul Kader (right), one of the Chairpersons of 

Session II 

 

  
Photo 8: Fong Ming San of Sarawak Timber Industries Association 
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Photo 9: Datoô Dr. Freezailah of Malaysian Timber Certification Council 

 

 
Photo 10: Aimi Lee Abdullah of EFI FLEGT Asia 
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Photo 11: Jayashree Kandiah of Forest Sustainability (Malaysia) 

 

 
Photo 12: Datuk Zul Mukhshar, former Director General of Forest Department of Peninsular 

Malaysia & Member of IRIM 
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Photo 13: Alexander A.Kyllerik of Royal Norwegian Embassy 

 

 
Photo 14: The Launch of FGI Peninsular Malaysia Report by YBhg. Datuk Paul Low Seng 

Kuan (left) and YBhg. Datoô Dr. Baharuddin Haji Ghazali (right) 
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Photo 15: Press Conference 

 

 
Photo 16: Forest Governance  Integrity (FGI) Programme Team (left to right) Amara, Senior 

Project Officer; Vanee- Project Research Officer; Lydia- Project Research Officer; Michel, 

Coordinator-Asia Pacific Department; Victor- Manager; and Alexandar- Norwegian Embassy   
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Annex 1: List of Participants 

 

No 

 

Name 

 

Designation 

 

Agencies 

 

1 
Ahmad Ashrin B. 

Mohd. Bohari 
Asst. Director Forest Department Sarawak 

2 Aimi Lee Abdullah Policy Analyst EFI-FLEGT 

3 Alexander A.Kyllerik Trainee Royal Norwegian Embassy 

4 
Awang Noor Abd 

Ghani 
Lecturer  

Faculty of Forestry, University Putra 

Malaysia 

5 
Baharuddin Hj 

Ghazali 
Vice President 

Institute of Foresters Malaysia 

(IRIM) / K-Spatial Sdn. Bhd. 

6 Faedzul Rahman 
Senior Conservation 

Officer 
Malaysian Nature Society 

7 
Freezailah bin Che 

Yeom 
Chairperson 

Malaysian Timber Certification 

Council 

8 Fong Ming San Officer 
Sarawak Timber Industries 

Association 

9 Gary Michel Coordinator TI-S 

10 Ibrahim Selamat Managing Director K-SPATIAL Sdn. Bhd. 

11 Jacqueline Chang  EUMCCI EUMCCI 

12 Jaime Chan Executive Officer Sarawak Timber Association 

13 Jayashree Kanniah Executive Officer Forest Sustainability (Malaysia) 

14 Jingping Lai 
Environment 

Officer 
US Embassy 

15 Karo Rupa Forest Secretary Papua New Guinea 

16 Keisha Pillai Officer Center for Orang Asli Concerns 

17 Mariamni Halid  K-SPATIAL Sdn. Bhd. 

18 Mohd Ridzuan Hon.Sect. 
Institute of Foresters Malaysia 

(IRIM)  

19 Muru Loganathan 
Climate Change 

Officer 
British High Commission 

20 
Nazir Khan b Nizam 

Khan 

Protem Secretariat 

MY-EU FLEGT 

VPA 

Executive 

21 Niels de Grijff Trainee EFI-FLEGT 

22 Razali A. Kader Senior Consultant 
Institute of Foresters Malaysia 

(IRIM) / K-Spatial Sdn. Bhd. 

23 Tam Kar Lye Officer Center for Orang Asli Concerns 

24 Tee Choon Hwa Council Member 
Institute of Foresters Malaysia 

(IRIM)  

25 Yap Yee Hwai  
Forestry Department of Peninsular 

Malaysia  

26 
Zul Mukhshar Md. 

Shaari 
Member 

Institute of Foresters Malaysia 

(IRIM)  
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FGIP Personnel  

No Name Designation Agencies 

1 Michel Gary 
Programme 

Coordinator 
Asia Pacific Department 

2 Victor Soosai Manager FGIP Malaysia 

3 Amara Sivalingam 
Senior Project 

Officer 
FGIP Malaysia 

4 
Kogilavani 

Parimanam  

Outgoing Project 

Research Officer 
FGIP Malaysia 

5 
Puteri Arlydia Binti 

Abdul 

Project Research 

Officer 
FGIP Malaysia 
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Annex 2 

 

1. ñTI Proposed to State Government to Gazette Forest Reserve Area in 1 İ Yearsò by 

Nanyang Siang Pao, 30 September 2011, Prime News: Page 3 

 

2. ñDPL Disagrees to Develop Forest Areas; Expansion of Plantation Sector Creates Many 
Problemsò by Oriental Daily, 30 September 2011, National News: Page 36 

 



Page 19 of 34 
 

 


