Opening Speech
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
Assalammualaikum and a very good morning

Y. Bhg. Dato’, Ladies and Gentlemen

I am representing my Secretary General, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and therefore on behalf of Y. Bhg. Dato’ Zoal Azhar Yusof, my Secretary General I take the opportunity in this gracious occasion to express the Ministry’s sincere gratitude for inviting my Secretary General to deliver the opening speech.

Tasik Chini is situated in the South Eastern State of Pahang.  Tasik Chini is made up of 12 lakes which are referred to as “The Sea” by the Orang Asli.  Every lake has its own name and the total area of the lake is about 202 hectares. The area around Tasik Chini is surrounded by natural tropical rain forest.  The main community that inhabits the area are the Orang Asli from the Jakun tribe, as well as some from the Semelai tribe, Indians and Europeans who are here as a result of inter-marriages.  The area around the lake has an assembly of hills and is similar to the back of a dragon.  The beauty of the lake has been magnified by the towering Mount Chini in its background with a height exceeding 640 meters and covered with thick forest.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has a genuine concern over the well-being of Tasik Chini as, it being the second largest freshwater lake in Malaysia, is home to a multitude of flora and fauna and diverse biological resources.  There are some 200 species of birds, 240 species of fish, 51 species of plants of the low forest type, several species of freshwater swamp forest crop and 25 species of aquatic plants.

Due to the presence of these interesting features of Tasik Chini, it has been recognised as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.  As a Biosphere Reserve, the development of Tasik Chini must provide for sustainable livelihoods, preserve the environment and ecology of the area as well as protect the local culture.

Under the East Coast Economic Region (ECER), Tasik Chini is being developed as an ecotourism destination.  According to the Honourable Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Mohd Najib Tun Razak, Tasik Chini should be restored as a centre of biodiversity within the ECER.  He believes that if Tasik Chini is restored, the surrounding area will become the centre of eco-tourism projects under the ECER and will be able to attract tourists from around the world to enjoy the beauty of the lake and its surroundings.  
In promoting Tasik Chini for eco-tourism or for any other uses, the aspect of care to the environment should be given priority.  At this juncture the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has been instructed by Cabinet through the decision of the Cabinet Meeting on 2nd. July 2010 to execute the action plan related to the environmental conservation of Tasik Chini.  
The Ministry has been conducting meetings with departments and agencies which are directly involved with the task of conserving Tasik Chini.  The agencies and departments involved are the Pahang State Economic Development Authority (UPEN Pahang), PTG Pahang, Jabatan Latihan Khidmat Negara, UKM, ECER, Pekan Land and District Office, Pekan Town Council, Agriculture Department, JHEOA, JPS, JMG, JPSM, FRIM, JAS, NAHRIM, PERHILITAN and FELDA.  JPS is actively involved with the removal of the cat-tail plants, trimming of Rasau trees, cleaning the rivers surrounding the lake, maintaining the lock-gate and building erosion-prevention embankments on the river banks.  FRIM and JPSM are also actively carrying out their tree planting activities surrounding Tasik Chini.  
The Land and District Office has released 10,000 fishes into the lake and The Pekan Town Council has been given an allocation of Five Million Ringgit to construct the sewage treatment plant to service the buildings surrounding the lake.   JAS has been playing a very big role in determining the water quality together with UKM-PPTC.  UKM-PPTC has also been very involved in carrying out various related researches in Tasik Chini.           
In addition to the environmental conservation strategy there must be multi pronged strategies based on the principles of sustainability, good governance and recognition of the community, particularly the Jakun community as the guardian of the locality.  The aspirations and cultural practices of the local community must be respected in the course of economic development of the Tasik Chini area and this can only be achieved through good governance. Good governance on the other hand, requires effective implementation of legislations, continuous monitoring and engagement by all stakeholders at all levels to enhance and develop the potential of Tasik Chini to a level we can all be proud of.
Tasik Chini is the pioneer Biosphere Reserve in Malaysia and has been recognised by UNESCO.  It is an opportunity that should not be lost.  All efforts must be made to preserve the natural and cultural heritage of the Jakun community, conserve the ecology of Tasik Chini on the principles of sustainability and equity to be inherited by the future generations.

Congratulations to TI-Malaysia for bringing all the stakeholders together to discuss the pertinent issues on how to develop effective strategies and action plans to further enhance and sustain the livelihoods of the local community as well as preserve the environment and ecology of the area and protect the local culture of Tasik Chini so that this heritage is not lost in the process of development.
Once again, on behalf of the Secretary General, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, thank you for the invitation. 
